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life would be characterized by utmost toleration. There will
then be room for as many parties as there are opinions. Dif-
ferences of opinion would be an indication of healthy independ-
ence of mind which is the law of life, not party intrigues and
party strife. The latter are incompatible with independence.
Q. How should the Hindu-Muslim question be tackled ?
A I must own defeat on that point. I know that mine is
today a voice in the wilderness and yet I claim that mine is
the only practicable solution. I can never subscribe to the view
that because certain members of a particular community have
indulged in inhuman acts, therefore the whole community may
be condemned outright and put beyond the pale. The Muslim
League may call Hindus names and-declare India to be Dar-ul-
Harb, where the law of jehad operates, and all Muslims who co-
operate with the Congress as Quislings fit only to be'extermi-
nated. But we must not cease to aspire, in spite of this wild
talk, to befriend all Mussalmans and hold'them fast as prisoners1
of our love. It would be a'present possibility if Hindus in their
lakhs offered themselves to be cut to pieces without retaliation
or anger in their hearts. Non-violence is today rightly laughed
out of court as Utopian. ' Nevertheless, I maintain that it is
the only way to keep Hinduism alive and India undivided. The
history of the Congress non-violence for the last twentyfive
years has taught us nothing, if it has not taught us that.
Q. How can we counteract the activities of the Commu-
nists, who are openly opposing the Congress ?               v
A. The principle which I have laid down vis-a-vis the
Hindu-Muslim question also holds good in respect of the Com-
munists. By " Muslim " I "mean the Muslim League. For, not
all the Muslims are Muslim Leaguers.- The Muslim Leaguers
have today raised the slogan that ten crores of Indian Muslims:
are in danger of being submerged and swept out of existence,
unless they constitute themselves into a separate State. I call
that slogan scare-mongering pure and simple. It is nonsense
to 'say that any people can permanently crush or swamp out of
existence one fourth of its population, which the Mussalmans
are in India. But I would have no hesitation in conceding the
demand of Pakistan if I could be convinced of its righteousness1
or that it is good for Islam. But I am firmly Convinced that
the Pakistan demand as put forth by the Muslim League is